
Thirty years ago, while I was a college student at the 

University of Florida, a Christian businessman in our 

college town took an interest in me, befriended me, 

and became a mentor.  We met together informally 

periodically and talked about life, work, family, and 

following Jesus.  His small investment of time in my 

life made a significant impact on me.  And he in-

vited me on my first Bill Glass Weekend of Champi-

ons.   He told me that we were going to go to the 

Florida State Penitentiary near Gainesville, Flor-

ida.  As a college football player, I did not want to 

admit to him that the thought of entering a maximum 

security prison was more than a little scary to me.  

 

As an offensive lineman in the SEC,  I regularly lined up against some of the biggest and 

toughest defensive linemen in the country, and yet, I was more nervous about this weekend 

in North Florida, than any weekend playing football in the Swamp. 

 

There were all kinds of reasons that I was not interested in going.  As I remember it today, 

the first reason had to do with unfamiliarity.  It was way out of my comfort zone.  At that 

time, I donõt think I even knew anyone who had committed a crime.  I just didnõt think I re-

lated to those guys.  The second had to do with self righteousness.  Frankly, I thought these 

guys probably deserved what they got, and if I was going to spend my time telling people 

about Jesus, I thought that there were others, not in prison, who deserved to hear about 

Jesus more than these prisoners did.  

 

As a result, I planned to tell my friend òno.ó  However, I didnõt want to tell him about my 

fear, and I certainly didnõt want to tell him about my self righteous attitude.  So, after being 

unable to come up with any reasonable excuse without simply lying to him, I finally decided 

to trust God, and ask the Holy Spirit for boldness, and I made the decision to go.  

 

And I am so glad that I went!  That weekend ended up being one of the most pivotal events 

of my Christian experience as a young man.  I learned more about myself, I learned more 

about God, and I learned more about what it means to be a follower of Jesus.   

 

I learned that overcoming fear and getting out of my comfort zone could be one of the most 

liberating and invigorating things I could ever do.  Since that time I have traveled around 

the world, shared Jesus with head hunters in Burma (Mynmar), witnessed to Sasak Muslim 

villagers on the island of Lombok in Indonesia, and traveled to rebel controlled areas of 

West Africa to share Christ in the villages there.   And I look back at my trip into that prison 

in North Florida as foundational in setting the course of my life. 

 

My eyes were also opened to a part of Godõs heart that I had somehow missed.  God is pas-

sionate about the poor, the widow, the orphan, and the prisoner.  I saw God at work in the 

prison that weekend.  I saw lives being transformed and I knew that God was present in 

that prison in a special way.  Henry Blackaby says, find out where God is at work and join 

Him there.  I couldnõt explain it then, but I know it now:  God is at work among the widow, 
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Event Reports: 
 
Sioux Falls, SD WOC 

August 21-23, 2008  

Teammates: 137 

Decisions: 573 

 
Corpus Christi ROC 

August 9, 2008 

Teammates: 45 

Decisions: 129 

 
Cook County, IL WOC 

August 1-3, 2008 

Teammates: 159 

Decisions: 2,355 

 
Findlay, OH WOC 

July 17-19 2008  

Teammates: 247 

Decisions: 1,394 

 
DFW Youth DOC 

July 12, 2008 

Teammates: 87 

Decisions: 296 

www.billglass.org  

Prison Ministry: 

Igniting Christians by 

taking hope to the      

incarcerated 

 

Champions For Today: 

Helping students make 

positive life changes 

 

Ring Of Champions: 

Faith-based mentoring 

program for at-risk youth 

 

The Quarterly Newsletter of Bill Glass Champions For Life 

The Subers Family: Jason, Jon-Zac, 

Chad, Joy, Jim, Jake and Janice 
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Upcoming Events 
 
Dayton, OH WOC 

September 18-20 

Sign-up by: Sept. 3 

 

Houston, TX WOC 

October 2-4 

Sign-up by: Sept. 10 

 

Wooster, OH DOC 

October 4 

Sign-up by: Sept. 10 

 

Oakland/ 

San Quentin WOC 

October 9-11 

Sign-up by: Sept. 3 

 

Miami, FL WOC 

October 23-25 

Sign-up by: October 1 

 

Rocky Mount, NC WOC 

November 6-8 

Sign-up by: October 15 

 

DFW WOC 

November 13-15 

Sign-up by: October 15 

 

Ontario, CA WOC 

November 20-22 

Sign-up by: October 15 

 

Pensacola, FL WOC 

December 4-6 

Sign-up by: Nov. 12 

Bill Glass Champions For Life  

the orphan, the brokenhearted, and the pris-

oner, and it has marked my life forever.   

 

And finally, as I watched my friend and the 

other volunteers who joined with us to serve 

in that prison for the weekend, I learned by 

example what it means to be a follower of 

Jesus.  These guys showed me that following 

Jesus is about putting aside fear and preju-

dice and putting others ahead of them-

selves.  They showed me that being a fol-

lower of Jesus was about mentoring younger 

guys like me, and bringing them along.  In 

short, they reminded me, that òit is not about 

me, it is all about Jesus, and about serving 

and glorifying Him where He thinks it is im-

portant, among the poor, the broken and the 

prisoner.ó 

 

Since then, I have seen God at work among 

the poor and the unreached around the 

world.  And I know that God is also at work 

among at risk youth in our Ring of Champions 

and our Champions for Today efforts.  And 

INVITE, CONTôD 

this is why I am so excited to be a part of 

this team, for God is at work in each of the 

areas of ministry where we serve.     

 

I know that my story is not uncom-

mon.  Many of you who have been serving 

on prison weekends or working with youth 

for years, and you have been deeply im-

pacted through your service as well.   I 

would love to hear your stories.  And thanks 

to all of you who have taken the initiative to 

bring a younger man or woman with you on 

a prison weekend, or into a local high school 

or mentoring program.  Only God knows the 

full impact that this has had on them.  Cer-

tainly, my mentor, John Baldwin, could not 

have known thirty years ago the full import 

of his investment in my life, or that one day 

God would call me to serve alongside of Bill 

Glass on the Champions for Life team.    

Iõm very fond of Jim. He is almost like a third 

son, except that heõs a tad smaller, but the 

same age. As you know, he played for the 

University of Florida as an offensive guard, 

but is unusually bright for a lineman, (ha)! 

Janice, his wife, is a fantastic person. His 

children are, as you would expect, with great 

parents like Jim and Janice, outstanding 

Christian, young people ages 13 thru 26. He 

is a man of real vision which he will be shar-

ing with you soon. He has a pure and pas-

sionate heart and above all the heart of a 

true evangelistic leader.  

 

a background in business and ministry, and 

deep and abiding love and commitment to 

the Lord Jesus.  He has served overseas in 

missions work.  He has worked in interna-

tional business.  And he has a heart for the 

poor, the broken, the widow, the orphan, and 

the prisoner. 

 

Iõm convinced that God has truly led us to Jim 

Subers. The Board has commissioned me to 

be his mentor. But Iõm certainly learning 

more from Jim than he is from me. However, 

when I have been able to give him small 

nudges in a different direction, he is ex-

tremely coachable and a joy to work with. Iõm 

excited about my new responsibilities with 

Champions for Life, which will keep me, as 

challenged as ever.  

BILL, CONTôD FROM BACK PAGE 
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W H Y  C H A M P I O N S  F O R  T OD A Y ? Spotlight on  

Matthew 

Blagg 
 
 

Since 1988 Matthew has 

brought this message of a 

real God to audiences 

across the nation. His up-

beat, professionally pro-

duced concerts showcase 

his uplifting message 

through his soulful voice 

and exciting trumpeting. 

 

Matthew has opened for 

widely known artists in-

cluding Margaret Becker, 

First Call, Kenny Marks, 

Cindy Morgan, NewSong, 

Paul Smith and Petra's 

John Schlitt.  

 

In the end, it's not the 

bright lights of stardom 

Matthew seeks. It's serving 

the Lord. "I'm not an evan-

gelist. I'm not a rock star. 

I'm a musician and I'm a 

Christian," says Matthew." 

And just like a Christian 

lawyer, plumber or busi-

nessman, I want to go out 

into the world and be salt 

and light. That's my pur-

pose." 

Matthew has served with 

Bill Glass since 1998. 

See more at www.billglass.org  

Why did local teams in 28 cities bring in Champions For Today to impact their local 

schools with the message of hope in 2007?  They did this because they understand that 

we are in a battle for the hearts, minds and souls of young people.  They are warriors who 

use a proven program to go to where the battle is: inside our schools.  Through the plat-

form of the former pro athlete partnering with 

local teams, in a period of three days, we speak at 

7-9 schools to an average of 3,000 young people 

with a message of hope.  The school assemblies 

serve as a catalyst for the local youth groups to 

use what we say to reach their peers. 

 

One youth pastor from Pennsylvania wrote, òThey 

wonõt let me into the schools at all.  Thatõs why 

Champions For Today helped me reach students 

that I couldnõt have by working behind the 

scenes.ó 

The benefits are many: 

 

1. Encourages believers in the schools 

2. Encourages teachers 

3. Immediate intervention when suicide and abuse are mentioned on a student 

comment card 

4. Encourages students to make right choices in the areas of sex, alcohol and drugs 

5. Opportunities for students to reach students 

6. Godõs Word never returns void but accomplishes what He purposes 

 

In a middle school assembly in Atlanta, students wrote the following statements on their 

response cards: 

 

òI started to do crazy things, but today I stopped.ó 

òI made a change in my life by keeping my legs closed.ó 

òSex has been pushed my way but your speech has made me realize itõs not worth it.ó 

 

One teacher commented: ò...Some kids are never exposed to Jesus Christ.  I am thankful 

you were in our school and thanks for being bold for Christ.ó 
 
Champions For Today needs warriors now to help reach a generation of lost and hurting 

young people.  We are booking for Spring 2009.  Contact Jeff Hepner, Director of Youth 

Outreaches, at (309)853-1540, or Jeff@championsfortoday.org.  

F I N D L A Y ,  O H I O  W O C  P I C S 

mailto:Jeff@championsfortoday.org

